The academic hospice.
The academic hospice is a recent development in health care. Hospice programs and hospitals evolved from the same historical roots in Greek and Roman medicine. The academic hospital emerged as a place where patient care, education, and research are pursued as inextricable parts of the mission. The unique role of the academic medical center in health care is supported by the government, the medical profession, and the public. This article provides a perspective on the emergence of the academic hospice. Dr. Cicely Saunders, who died on 14 July 2005, founded the first such hospice in London, England, in 1967. The authors show that the philosophy of hospice care has the same historical roots as standard health care and describe those elements that distinguish academic hospice programs from other kinds of hospice programs. Finally, the authors note that demographic and economic challenges in the United States and elsewhere only increase the need for academic hospice programs.